
From Flinders Street 
Station, turn right 

towards the Princes Bridge 
over the Yarra River, along 
Swanston Street. Just before 
the bridge, go down the 
winding staircase on your 
right to join the river path. 
Turn right and walk along 
the higher of the two paths 
to reach the first pedestrian 
footbridge. Do not go over 
this, but continue along  
the path.

At the second 
footbridge (Sandridge 

Bridge, with all the 
steel sculptures of The 
Travellers), cross over the 
Yarra River to Southbank. 
As you walk over the 
bridge, you may spot the 
giant golden honey bees 
perched on one of the 
buildings opposite.

Turn right on reaching 
the far side to cross 

Queen Street at the lights. 
Walk straight ahead to 
follow Yarra Promenade past 
the Crown Casino complex 
and restaurants on your 
left, going under Kings 
Way (bridge). There are 

dramatic gas brigades (fireball 
sculptures) here hourly each evening  
2000-2400. 



Continue straight 
ahead over the lights 

at Spencer Street, past the 
soaring rooftops of the 
Melbourne Exhibition 
Centre (affectionately 
known as ‘Jeff’s Shed’ 
by locals, after the then 
premier, Jeff Kennett, who 
facilitated many large scale 
infrastructure projects 
like this in the 1990s). 
Continue straight ahead 
along the boardwalk beside 
the river. You will see the 
anomalous tall masts of the 
Polly Woodside Maritime 
Museum ahead, nestled in 
its own dock in front of the 
ultramodern buildings.

Go over the narrow 
footbridge of Dukes 

Dock, next to the Polly 
Woodside, still beside 
the river, straight past the 
wharf redevelopment and 
underneath the dual orange 
traffic bridge (Charles 
Grime Bridge).

Ahead of you is the 
tunnel-like entrance 

to Webb Bridge, a cycle/
pedestrian bridge, the 
design of which references 

At the far end, turn 
right (though there is 

a terrific playground with 
toilets straight ahead in 
Docklands Park if you have 
children with you) to cross 
a small road, then follow 

Aboriginal fishing traps 
used in the Yarra. Cross to 
the opposite bank, taking 
in the views down the 
Yarra, past marinas and 
working wharves to the 
West Gate Bridge. 

the footpath 
beside the tram 
tracks. Look out for the 
brown and gold colonial 
tramcar restaurants on this 
stretch of track.

Turn right to cross 
busy Wurundjeri 

Way at the lights, and then 
go left to walk along the 
footpath, past the strange 
dome-roofed building 

on your right. This is the 
Mission to Seafarers, which 
has been operating since 
1857. 

Walk past the Mission 
and turn right at 

the corner into Siddeley 
Street. Walk straight ahead 

through the little park, 
then left at the river to 
rejoin the Riverside Path. 
This will take you past 
Flinders Wharf, WTC 
Wharf and Rivers Edge 
developments. Stay on the 
path/boardwalk closest to 
the river. 

Go up the six 
stairs at the end 

of the boardwalk (or these 
can be avoided altogether 
by taking the higher route 
beside the cafés) and walk 
around the façade of the 
circular Crowne Plaza 
Hotel.

Cross Spencer Street 
at the lights and 

carry on through Batman 
Park, past the bluestone 
Heliport (once the location 
of the River Controller), 
look out for the pigeon 
coop on your left. Continue 
on, crossing Kings Way 
Bridge at the lights to reach 
the Melbourne Aquarium. 
Head through Enterprize 
Park – look out for the 
totem poles ‘Kaatutya’ 
(Listening to the Ground), 



across the River once again 
back to Federation Square 
and the end of the walk. 
If you need to avoid the 
stairs, walk further into 
Alexandra Gardens until 

created ‘for Pete 1968-
1999’, which tell the story 
of the Stolen Generation. 
The path goes down onto 
Enterprize wharf, where 
you walk past a row of 
imposing ship figurehead 
sculptures: Constellation 
by Bruce Armstrong and 
Geoffrey Bartlett. If you 
look under the railway 
bridges on your left, you 
will see the Immigration 
Museum, housed in the old 
Port Authority building.

Cross over Queens 
Street at the 

lights and continue along 
the red and yellow brick 
‘under-the-arches’ vaults 
and workshops of Banana 
Alley. Built in the 1890s, 
the 33 vaults were used by 
merchants until the 1930s 
to store fresh produce 
and ripen bananas, which 
arrived on cargo ships, 
before they were sent to 
market. Today, boats for 
the river cruises leave from 
here.

Continue along 
the Riverside Path, 

keeping to the lower path 
to go under the Travellers 
Bridge, then up the stairs. 
Cross back over the Yarra 
on the next footbridge 
(which looks like a crooked 
coat hanger).

Turn left into 
Southgate Arts 

and Leisure precinct, where 
there is Parisian-style café 
seating on the promenade. 
The Arts Centre is on your 
right. Continue ahead 

underneath Princes Bridge 
into Alexandra Garden.

Take the first right 
to walk up the 

wide stairs which will take 
you up to the bridge and 

the path turns back to the 
right and sweeps gently 
up to the road opposite 
the National Gallery and 
from here go back over the 
bridge.


